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INTRODUCTION 

A series of articles bearing the title, "GOD HAS SPOKEN TO 
MAN," began to be published on February 16, 1945 in the STEEL 
CITY STAR, a weekly newspaper, with an exceptionally large cir- 
culation for a suburban newspaper. 

The articles were written by John T. Lewis, minister, of the 
Ensley church of Christ, Avenue E, and 30th Street. In these arti- 
cles in this tract dealing with the Support, and Work of the Preacher, 
the Woman's Work in the Church, and the Duty and Responsibility 
of Elders. As on all religious matters, Brother Lewis, a faithful 
gospel preacher in the Birmingham district for almost forty years, 
and one of the best loved men in the brotherhood, has in every instance 
expressed NOT his views on the subjects—but—"What is written in 
the scriptures?   How readest thou? 

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE MODERN PASTOR SYSTEM is 
but one chapter of the book "GOD HAS SPOKEN TO MAN." It 
was decided by the publishers, that because of the prevalent mis- 
understanding on this subject, it would be prudent to publish this 
portion of the book in tract form. 

Brother David Bobo, who has labored with the West End church 
of Christ, in this city, for a number of years, writes as follows: 

* * * * * * * *  

"Brother Lewis I am still appreciating your articles in the Steel 
City Star. I know of no other man who writes in such terse, forceful, 
and convincing style as yours, and I think these articles should by 
all means be preserved in permanent form. If I may take the liberty 
to suggest, I wish you would put the whole series into book form. It 
would be a great contribution to the library of the brotherhood in 
addition to the effect it must be having in the minds of the readers 
of the Star." 

David H. Bobo, 
641 Elm Street 

Akron 10, Ohio. 
* * * * * * * *  

It is the purpose of the editor of the Steel City Star, to 
put the whole series of articles in book form as soon as possible. The 
public will be notified through the various publications as soon as 
the dealers have them on their shelves. In the event you wish to 
order your copy at pre-publication price, you may do so by sending



 

 

it to the Star Publishing Company, 2121 Avenue E, Ensley, Birming- 
ham 8, Alabama. 

This volume will be a cloth-bound library edition, of approxi- 
mately 200 pages.  Pre-publication price $1.75; after publication $2.50. 

P. L. Manning 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE MODERN PASTOR SYSTEM  

The support of the preacher. There are about as many cranky 
ideas on this subject, as there is on any New Testament subject. In 
this article we will study the teaching of the New Testament on the 
subject, and next, we will study the abuse of the subject. 

The teaching of the New Testament is as explicit upon this sub- 
ject, as upon any other subject pertaining to God's eternal purpose. 
Paul did not use to the fullest extent his right in demanding a sup- 
port from the churches he established, and his enemies used that to 
discredit his apostleship. They evidently were trying to show that 
Paul did not take a support, because he knew he was not an apostle, 
and therefore had no right to claim a support. 

In I Cor. 9:1-18, Paul discusses this subject more thoroughly 
than any where else in the New Testament. In verses 1 and 2, he 
asserts his apostleship. He says: "Am 1 not free? am I not an 
apostle ? have I not seen Jesus our Lord ? are not ye my work in 
the Lord ? If to others I am not an apostle, yet at least I am to you; 
for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord." These questions 
and statements from Paul show conclusively that the enemies of the 
truth had raised a question of doubt, in the church at Corinth, as to 
Paul's apostolic authority. That is strange, and would almost seem 
incredible, in view of Luke's statement about Paul's work in Corinth. 
"And Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with 
all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were 
baptized. And the Lord said unto Paul in the night by a vision, Be 
not afraid, but speak and hold not thy peace; for I am with thee, and 
no man shall set on thee to harm thee: for I have much people in this 
city. And he dwelt there a year and six months, teaching the word 
of God among them" (Acts 18:8-11). 

To discredit Paul's apostolic authority, was to set aside his teach- 
ing, and that is exactly what his enemies were doing. 

In meeting the arguments of his enemies Paul said things, to 
the church at Corinth, I am sure he would not have said if they had 
not shown a disposition to listen to the false teachers. In II Cor. 11: 
7-la, Paul said: "Or did I commit a sin in abasing myself that ye 
might be exalted, because I preached to you the gospel of God for 
naught ? I robbed other churches, taking wages of them that I 
might minister unto you; and when I was present with you and was in 
want', I was not a burden on any man; for the brethren when they 
came from Macedonia, supplied the measure of my want; and in every- 
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thing I kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I 
keep myself. As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me 
of this glorying in the regions of Achaia. Wherefore? because I 
love you not? God knoweth. But what I do, that I will do, that 
I may cut off occasion from them that desire an occasion; that where- 
in they glory, they may be found even as we. For such men are 
false apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning themselves into apostles 
of Christ. And no marvel; for even Satan fashioneth himself into 
an angel of light. It is no great thing therefore if his ministers also 
fashion themselves as ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works." This was not only a withering rebuke of 
the false teachers, but also of the church for being misled by them. 
In II Corinthians 12:11-13, Paul said: "I am become foolish; ye com- 
pelled me; for I ought to have been commended of you; for in nothing 
was 1 behind the very chiefest apostle, thought I am nothing. Truly 
the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, by 
signs and wonders and mighty works. For what is there wherein ye 
were made inferior to the rest of the churches, except it be that I 
myself was not a burden to you? forgive me this wrong." Truly, 
Paul could say, to the church at Corinth: "If to others I am not an 
apostle, yet at least 1 am to you." All this teaches us how wishy- 
washy churches can be, many times forgetting, and even trying to 
discredit, the labors of some faithful gospel preacher, whose faith in 
God, and whose labors and sacrifices made their existence, as a 
church, possible. 

Paul having declared his apostolic authority, then discusses his 
right to a support, although he had not used it. He says: "My 
defense to them that examine me is this. Have we no right to eat 
and to drink? Have we no right to lead about a wife that is a be- 
liever, even as the rest of the apostles, and the brethren of the Lord, 
and Cephas? Or I only and Barnabas, have we not a right to for- 
bear working?" Verses 3-6. Of course no one could question 
Paul's right to eat and drink, or to lead about a wife, if he had one. 
The point was that he had the right to cease working with his hands, 
as he had done in Corinth, and to expect and to receive a support 
from the church, not only for himself; but also for a wife, if he had 
one. It also shows that the other apostles were married, and were 
being supported for their labors. Therefore there can be no question 
about the right of gospel preachers, and their families, being supported 
by the church. 
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Paul argues this question from several angles. First by the uni- 

versal custom, or practice of the world, that both man and beast should 
live of the fruits of his and its labors. Verses 7-12, says: "What 
soldier ever serveth at his own charge? who planteth a vineyard, and 
eateth not the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth 
not of the milk of the flock? Do I speak these things after the 
manner of man? or saith not the law also the same? For it is written 
in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth 
out the corn. Is it for the oxen that God careth, or saith he it as- 
suredly for our sake? Yea, for our sake it was written: because he 
that ploweth ought to plow in hope, and he that thresheth, to 
thresh in hope of partaking. If we sowed unto you spiritual things, 
is it a great matter if we shall reap your carnal things? If others 
partake of this right over you, do not we yet more? Nevertheless 
we did not use this right; but we bear all things, that we may cause 
no hindrance to the gospel of Christ." 

From the above, the church at Corinth surely could understand 
Paul's right to have received a support from them, and his reason 
for not using his right. Paul knew it would be an easy matter for 
(he ignorant, suspicious people, in Corinth, to get the idea that he 
was preaching for money, and for that reason, he received nothing 
of the church for his labors 'Yet, "the false apostles" used that 
fact to challenge his authority as an apostle. They were good psy- 
chologists. You can take any faithful gospel preacher today, laboring in 
a mission field, or with some weak congregation, hardly receiving 
the necessities of life, he would not be considered a strong gospel 
preacher. But a preacher that has a degree, and is preaching for 
some congregation, strong numerically and financially, receiving 
around $300.00 a month, he is an outstanding preacher. This is the 
tom-foolery that is plaguing the church today, whereas the only 
standard by which a gospel preacher should be judged, is, his manner 
of life, his knowledge of God's word, and his faithfulness in preach- 
ing the word. This is the standard that Paul set, he said to Timothy: 
"Be diligent in these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy 
progress may be manifest unto all. Take heed to thyself, and to thy 
teaching. Continue in these things, for in doing this thou shalt save 
both thyself and them that hear thee" (I Tim. 4:15-16). He said to 
Titus: "These things sp:ak and exhort, and reprove with all authori- 
ty.   Let no man despise thee" (Titus 2:15). 

Paul's next argument was based on the teaching of the law of 
Moses, in verse 13, he said:" Know ye not that they who minister about
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sacred things eat of the things of the temple, and they that wait upon 
the altar have their portion with the altar?" And his final state- 
ment was: "Even so did the Lord ordain that they that proclaim the 
gospel should live of the gospel," verse 14. There can be no question 
therefore about the right of a gospel preacher being supported for 
his labors in the gospel. 

Since it is the duty of the church to have the gospel preached to 
the world, and since the work of the preacher is to teach or preach 
the gospel, therefore the work of the preacher is included in the, work 
of the church. And as on all other religious subjects, the New Testa- 
ment is our final appeal on this subject. 

Every principle of the New Testament can be, and has been, 
perverted and abused, but that does not prove that the principle is 
wrong. It is very unfortunate for any man, when his opinion be- 
comes his standard of authority in religious matters. There can be 
no question about the work of the preacher being diverted from its 
scriptural course in many places today; but the cry "pastor system" 
will neither help nor cure the evil. 

If a preacher labors any length of time with a congregation, he 
becomes "the pastor," to those who have a few fossilized ideas on 
the subject without regard to his work. Every one that understands 
the scriptures on the work of the preacher, knows that "the modern 
pastor system' must be determined by what the preacher does, and 
not by the length of time ha may labor with a congregation. 

The New Testament teaches by precept, example, or necessary 
inference, and since there is no precept, or statement in the New 
Testament about how long a preacher can, or may, labor with a 
congregation, and since we know preachers did labor with congre- 
gations in the apostolic age, therefore the question must be settled 
by example, or necessary inference. I make the statement 
therefore without fear of successful contradiction that a preacher may 
labor with a congregation as long as he and the elders believe he 
is accomplishing good by teaching or preaching the gospel, and not 
become "the pastor.' I make the above statement on the ground 
that it is possible for a preacher to labor with a congregation, and 
be accomplishing great good in teaching the truth; but if the elders 
were not backing him, in his work, it would be best for him to move 
to other fields. 
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In Ephesians 4:11, Paul says: "And he gave some to be apostles; 

and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some, pastors and teach- 
ers." Elders, bishops, or pastors are terms applied to those men who 
have been appointed to have the oversight of the congregation. Their 
office depends upon their qualifications, and their work, and the 
length of time they serve has absolutely nothing to do with the 
subject. Therefore we who fight "the pastor system" should be 
careful not to fight this God-given system. 

There is but one question germaine to this subject, and that is, 
tan a preacher labor with a congregation that has these God-given 
pastors, or elders, without becoming a modern pastor? The only 
answer to this question is, that depends on the work the preacher 
does and the length of time he stays with the congregation has 
absolutely nothing to do with the subject. In Acts 15: 1-35, we have 
a record of the trouble that came up in the church at Antioch about 
circumcision and also the council called in Jerusalem to settle the 
question. In verse 6, we read: 'And the apostles and elders were 
gathered together to consider the matter." This shows that 
there were both "apostles and elders" in the church at Jerusalem. 
There is no indication that their work conflicted, or that their labors 
were not perfectly harmonious. 

In Galatians 1: 13-17, Paul tells about persecuting the church, 
and also his call to the apostleship, and his immediate answer to the 
call. In verse 18, he says: "Then after three years I went up to 
Jerusalem to visit Cephas (Peter) and tarried with him fifteen 
days." It was three years therefore alter Paul's conversion, and 
call to the apostleship, before he saw any of the apostles. This 
statement was made to prove what he had said in verses 11, 12,— 
"For I make known to you, brethren, as touching the gospel which 
was preached by me, that it is not after man, For neither did I re- 
ceive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me through the 
revelation of Jesus Christ." In chapter 2, verses 1, 2, Paul says: 
"Then alter the space of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem 
with Barnabas, taking Titus also with me. And I went up by reve- 
lation." etc. The occasion of this visit was the council in Jerusalem, 
and that was seventeen years after Paul's conversion. 

We do not know the exact length of time, but we do know that 
Paul was a vile persecutor of the church, after it was established in 
Jerusalem, for two or possibly three years before his conversion. 



THE TRUTH ABOUT THE MODERN PASTOR SYSTEM 

 

 
Therefore, around twenty years after the church was established in 
Jerusalem we find the apostles still laboring with the church and the 
elders in Jerusalem. In I Corinthians 9:5, we learn that the apos- 
tles were married, and were being supported by the church. With 
these facts before us, we would make consummate asses of ourselves 
to charge the apostles of having been "salaried pastors." In Acts 
9:32, through chapter ten, we And Peter making a journey up through 
Lydda, Joppa, and Caeserea where he taught, and baptized Cornelius 
and his house; but in the first part of the eleventh chapter we find 
him back in Jerusalem explaining to the other apostles, and brethren 
why he taught and baptized Cornelius and his house. 

I labor with, and am supported by a congregation that I estab- 
lished, it has elders, sometimes I make journeys throughout other 
parts of the country, teaching and baptizing people. In this I am 
following the example of the apostles. Am l  a m  a salaried pastor"? 
The apostles were not door bell ringers, neither am I. In .Acts 6:2-4, 
we learn what the duty of the apostles was, "But we will continue 
steadfastly in prayer, and in the ministry of the word.'' That is my 
business, and should be the business of every gospel preacher. 

We take up other examples. When the church in Jerusalem 
heard that the gospel had been preached in Antioch, which later 
became the headquarters, or starting point of Paul's missionary 
journeys, we read: "And the report concerning them came to the ears 
of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas 
as far as Antioch; who, when he was come, and had seen the grace of 
God, was glad: and he exhorted them all that with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord: for he was a good man, and full of 
the Holy Spirit and of faith: and much people was added unto the 
Lord. And he went forth to Tarsus to seek Saul; and when he had 
found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that 
even for a whole year they were gathered together with the church, 
and taught much people; and that the disciples were called Christians 
first in Antioch" (Acts 11:22-26). Because Barnabas and Saul labored 
with the church for a whole year, did that make them "salaried 
pastors"? In Acts 16:10, we learn that Luke joined Paul, Silas, 
and Timothy at Troas, on Paul's second missionary journey, and went 
with them to Philippi. After the church was established in Philippi, 
and Paul, Silas and Timothy left, there is nothing said about Luke 
leaving Philippi.   When Paul and his company left Philippi, they
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passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, and stopped at Thes- 
salonica. From Thessalonica they went to Berea, and when Paul 
left, or was sent away from Berea "Silas and Timothy abode there 
still;" but nothing said about Luke (Acts 17:14). In Acts 18:5, we 
learn that Silas and Timothy joined Paul at Corinth, where he spent 
18 months, but nothing said about Luke. After Paul's 18 months 
stay in Corinth he returned to Antioch, thus finishing his second 
journey. On his third journey he went to Ephesus where he remain- 
ed for three years, and on down to Corinth where he remained, 
three months. Thus for nearly five years after Paul left Philippi we 
read of his journeys, and stays, at different places, but we read 
nothing about Luke, until Paul returns to Philippi on his third 
journey. 

Then Luke rejoins Paul, and returns with him to Jerusalem, 
where Paul was arrested and thus ended his last journey. We learn 
in Acts 20:6, where Luke rejoined Paul. It is an inference therefore, 
if not a necessary one, that Luke remained with the church in 
Philippi, and although made up of poor people, it became the most 
active, and outstanding church in the New Testament. Would that 
have made Luke a "salaried pastor"? 

In Acts 20:31, Paul said to the elders of the church at Ephesus: 
"Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the space of three years 
I ceased not to admonish every one night and day with tears." Did 
Pauls stay at Ephesus for three years make him a "salaried pastor"? 
In the examples we have studied, we have inspired men laboring 
with congregations from three months, 18 months, three years, five 
years, and up to twenty years or more, and not one word said about 
them being "salaried pastors," or any other kind of "pastors." 
But in these examples, we also have learned what those men were 
doing, they were teaching the word night and day and not just ring- 
ing door bells for pop calls. So it is not the length of time that a 
preacher may stay with a congregation, that tells what he is; but 
what he does. 

When elders hire preachers, to run around day and night making 
pop calls, to arrange weiner roasts, or class picnics, for the young 
people and preaching pleasing sermonettes on Sunday mornings, he 
is a "salaried pastor," and I am "agin it." 

We are studying the work and duty of preachers. I have for 
many years warned against the tendency and danger of building up,
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and fastening the "modern pastor system" on the churches of Christ. 
But in fighting any error, or system, it is very necessary to keep the 
issue clear in your own mind, in order not to befuddle it in the mind 
of others. There is no doubt but that the "pastor system" has been 
befogged in the mind of many by those who are always harping on a 
few unscriptural, and fossilized ideas on the subject. For instance, 
if a preacher is laboring with a congregation, to some, he is "the 
pastor." Some times new members, who have been used to sectar- 
ian phraseology, speak of the preacher as "our pastor," this is for 
lack of teaching on the subject. There are others who hollo "pas- 
tor system" because of inexcusable ignorance, I say inexcusable 
ignorance, because a man ought to know what he is fighting, if he 
does not know, he might find himself fighting against God. 

We learned in our last lesson that a preacher may labor an in- 
definite period of time, with a congregation, without becoming 
either a pastor (elder), or "the pastor." I repeat that the length of 
time a preacher labors with a congregation has absolutely nothing 
to do with the subject. The issue must be determined by what he 
does. When the church in Jerusalem, was scattered abroad upon 
the persecution that followed the stoning to death of Stephen, 
the apostles did not leave the city. If the apostles had left the 
city, that certainly would have been the end of the church in Jeru- 
salem. 

When trouble came up in the church at Antioch, over the question 
of circumcision, Paul, Barnabas, and others were: appointed to go 
up to Jerusalem to lay the matter before the apostles and elders. 
Luke records the conference, or council, held in Jerusalem to settle 
the question, in Acts 15:1-35. In verse 4, he says: "And when they 
were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church and 
the apostles and the elders," etc. After there had been much quest- 
ioning on the matter, Peter rose up and made a speech, he told the 
conference that he had preached to the Gentiles, and by God's choice, 
he had been the first to preach to them. Paul and Barnabas followed 
with speeches. The final speech was made by James, he declared 
that preaching to the Gentiles was the fulfillment of Amos 9:11, 12. 
The conclusion of the council follows: "Then it seemed good to the 
apostles and elders, with the whole church, to choose men out of 
their company, and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; 
namely Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, chief men among the
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brethren; and they wrote thus by them. The apostles and elders, 
brethren, unto the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and 
Syria and Cilicia, greetings," etc. Thus for twenty years or more, 
after the church was established in Jerusalem, we find the apostles, 
elders, and brethren—the whole church, working harmoniously to- 
gether, and their decision was unanimous in backing Paul and Barna- 
bas in their fight against Judaizers who had caused the trouble 
at Antioch. There was a sensible reason for the apostles remaining 
in Jerusalem. The temple was there, and Jews from all parts of the 
world had to go to Jerusalem, at least three times a year to attend 
the three great annual feasts required by the law. Therefore by re- 
maining in the city of Jerusalem, the apostles had opportunities of 
speaking to thousands of Jews, as they did on Pentecost, whereas, if 
they had been traveling around over the country they would not 
have had such opportunities. If the apostles, the elders, and the 
church in Jerusalem , could work and worship together without 
transgressing upon the duties, and responsibilities of the others, 
could not preachers, elders, and the churches do the same thing today? 
If not, why not? So you will have to find something different from the 
mere fact that the preacher, the elders, and the church are working 
together to find the "modern pastor system." 

We have learned that the duty of the apostles was to teach God's 
word and they would not "forsake the word," that is stop teaching 
it, even to serve tables," to feed the poor, that was the duty of elders, 
or other men who had been appointed for that business. Paul said 
to the elders of the church in Ephesus: "I shrank not from declar- 
ing unto you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly, 
and from house to house," etc. He also said to the elders: "Take 
heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 
hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which he pur- 
chased with his own blood. I know that after my departing griev- 
ous wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock, and from 
among your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, 
to draw away disciples after them. Wherefore watch ye, remember- 
ing that by the space of three years I ceased not to admonish every 
one night and day with tears. And now I commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you 
the inheritance among all them that are sanctified" (Acts 20:28-32). 

In view of these clear, and forceful statements from Paul, there
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is absolutely no reason, or excuse, for either elders, or the preacher 
being ignorant of their respective duties, when they are working 
together. 

It is the duty of elders to have the oversight of the church, to 
guard against false teachers; and to see that the church is properly 
taught, and that the numbers have a chance to develop their talents, 
and to grow in grace and the knowledge of the truth. It is the pre- 
eminent duty of the preacher to teach God's word, and to hold back 
nothing that is profitable to the people. Both elders, and preachers, 
should understand that God's word alone can build up, and it should 
be their final appeal in all religious matters. If the preacher is doing 
his duty, teaching God's word publicly, and from house to house, 
night and day, anywhere, and anytime, he can get a hearing, or an 
opportunity to teach, all the braying in the universe would not make 
him "the pastor."' I am now well in the thirty-ninth year of my 
labors in Birmingham, for several years I held tent meetings through 
the summer and taught Bible classes through the winter months. 
There is hardly a suburb in Birmingham that I have not held tent 
meetings in, and in seme of them, I held several meetings before we 
ever had a congregation there. For several years through the 
winter, I was out every night in the week teaching classes, or attend- 
ing prayer meetings, from East Lake to Bessemer, in meeting houses, 
halls, or private homes. Today we have strong congregations in the 
different suburbs and they have faithful preachers working with 
them, and they are taking care of the teaching in their neighbor- 
hood. During these thirty-nine years I have lived in Birmingham, I 
do not believe that I could have taught more people than I have 
taught, by traveling around from place to place. After all these 
years in this city, I do not believe there is a preacher in the brother- 
hood today, laboring with elders, and a congregation, whose work 
with the eiders, and congregation, is more amicable, and pleasant 
than mine. And this relationship has continued lor several years. 
One of the eiders heard the first sermon I preached in Fox Hall more 
than 38 years ago, and he has heard the most I have preached in Bir- 
mingham since, yet I have never heard of him saying he was getting 
tired of Lewis' preaching. 

However, if the elders of the Ensley congregation should get 
it in their heads, that it was my duty to run around day and night 
ringing door bells, making pop calls, to go to all the hospitals in the 
city, visiting all the patients, ask them how they felt, and maybe
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offer a little prayer over them, as sectarian preachers do, then report 
how many visits I had made, and how many hospitals I had visited, 
our amicableness would end, and our relationship would be severed. 
They could not  make a  modern  pastor  out  of me. 

We will now study the woman's work in the church. Like the 
preacher's work, there are two extremes on the question, and the 
subject has been perverted, mis-used, and abused in both extremes. 
Just as I have fought and warned against the tendency toward the 
"modern pastor system," so I have fought and warned against the dan- 
ger of building up "a modern Sunday school," in the church, with its 
president, vice presidents, secretary, and treasurer, and organization in 
the church, usually run by young men and women, independent of 
the elders. There is neither precept, example, nor necessary in- 
ference in God's word for such an organization, and such will never 
be countenanced, or tolerated by a faithful eldership. Teaching God's 
word or having it taught, is the duty, and responsibility of the elders, 
therefore, they are the ones who should select the teachers, and 
have the oversight of the teaching. But all this is the distance of 
the poles from saying that a woman cannot teach a class of women 
or children, nor attend a Bible class and be permitted to ask or ans- 
wer questions, as some cranks teach.  

As on all questions, the New Testament must be our standard of 
authority in the matter, and not the whims of any man. In I Corin- 
thians 12:28, Paul says: "And God hath set some in the church, first 
apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, then miracles, then 
gifts of healing, helps, governments, divers kinds of tongues." In 
Ephesians 4:11, Paul says: "And he gave some to be apostles; and 
some, prophets: and some, evangelists; and some pastors (elders) 
and teachers." Here we have five different offices, or spheres of 
operation, in the apostolic church, prescribed by God himself. Now 
since women are .in the church, they must operate in one of these 
sph:res. Which one? That is the question we, will now settle. 
When Jesus Christ sent out the seventy, under the limited com- 
mission, they were all men, not women. And I might say here, 
that he never sent out a lot of boys and girls under the direction of 
any man, not even ™ apostle. That is a modern ism, and a danger- 
ous one, developing in the church today. There were no women among 
the apostles, that eliminates them from that sphere. There were no 
women evangelists mentioned in the apostolic church, that eliminates 
them from that field.   No women were ever appointed elders, bishops,
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or pastors, in the New Testament church. Therefore the only sphere 
of operation left for them, was that of teaching. And while the 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, and elders were all teachers, yet in 
the apostolic age, teachers were recognized as quite distinct from 
either. 

In the miraculous age of the church, both men and women were 
inspired to reach, and both taught. I will quote two verses from the 
prophecy of Joel, that Peter quoted on Pentecost: "And it shall be 
in the last days, saith God, I will pour forth of my Spirit upon all 
flesh: And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your 
young men shall see visions, And your old men shall dream dreams: 
Yea and on my servants and on my handmaidens in those days will 
I pour forth of my Spirit and they shall prophesy" (Acts 2:17, 18). 
Therefore the very verses that show men were inspired, show that 
the women also were inspired, to deny one, you had just as well 
deny the other. If not, why not? Women were not only inspired to 
teach in the apostolic age; but they taught. In Acts 21:8, 9, we read: 
"And on the morrow we departed, and came to Caesarea: and enter- 
ing into the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the 
seven, we abode with him. Now this man had four virgin daughters, 
who prophesied." 

When the church at Jerusalem was scattered abroad, Luke says: 
"They therefore that were scattered abroad went about preaching 
the word" (Acts 8:4). Now since the church in Jerusalem was 
made up of both men and women, it follows that both men and 
women went about preaching or teaching, and they were inspired 
teachers, that is, they taught by inspiration. 

In Hebrews 5:12-14, Paul says: "For when by reason of the time ye 
ought to be teachers, ye have need again that some one teach you 
the rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of God; and are 
become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food. For every 
one that partaketh of milk is without experience of the word of 
righteousness; for he is a babe. But solid food is for fullgrown men, 
even  those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to dis- 
cern good and evil." Paul was here declaring that all are expected 
to become teachers; but  by r eason  of time, that is, the miraculous 
age, 
or days of inspiration, were ceasing, and men and women would 
have to prepare themselves for teaching and that would take time. 
This is in harmony with I Peter 2:1, 2: "Putting away therefore all 
wickedness, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
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speaking, as newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is 
without guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation," etc. There 
can be no spiritual growth, or inspiration, today, that does not come 
through the teaching of God's word. 

In Titus 2: 1-5, Paul says: "But speak thou the things which 
befit sound doctrine: that aged men be temperate, grave, sober-minded, 
sound in faith, in love-, in patience: that aged women likewise be 
reverent in demeanor, not slanderers nor enslaved to much wine, 
teachers of that which is good; that they may train the young women 
to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sober-minded, 
chaste, workers at home, kind, being in subjection to their own hus- 
bands, that the word of God be not blasphemed." It is this kind of 
teaching, and living, upon the part of women, that would save our 
homes, the church, and civilization itself. Paul not only tells the 
women to teach; but he tells them what to teach, and whom to 
teach, he does not leave that to their inspiration, the days of inspira- 
tion are over. The above scriptures show beyond a doubt, that there 
were inspired teachers, both men and women, in the apostolic age, 
or New Testament church, and that God expects all to be teachers 
today. 

The next thing we want to settle is what restrictions or limi- 
tations does God place on women's teaching. In I Cor. 14:33-35, 
Paul says: "As in all churches of the saints, let the woman keep 
silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but let them be in subjection, as also saith the law. And if they 
would learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home: 
for it is shameful for a woman to speak in the church." This has 
reference to the time when "the whole church is assembled together," 
as shown in verse 23. Therefore in the public assembly, when "the 
whole church is assembled together" women are not permitted to 
teach, or even speak, under the guise or pretence of asking questions. 
Speaking "in the church," here has absolutely no reference to the 
building; but "the assembly," and to public speaking. This is ab- 
solutely the extent of God's prohibition to women's teaching, so far 
as time and place is concerned. Therefore to say that a woman can- 
not teach a class of women, or children, any day, any time of day, or 
anywhere, except, in public assembly, is to say what God has not 
said, and to bind where God has not bound. If a woman could teach 
a class of women, or children, at 10 o'clock on Monday, or on any 
other week day, she could teach them at 10 o'clock on Lord's day,
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and yelling "Sunday school-' cannot destroy this tact. Teaching a 
class of children on Sunday is no more a Sunday school, than teach- 
ing a class on Monday would be Monday school. 

To apply I Corinthians 14:33-35, to anything except asking quest- 
ions, or speaking in public assembly, is to make nonsense out of 
Paul's teaching. It would prohibit women singing, because "silence" 
is not singing. It would also prohibit women learning anything from 
the men that were doing the teaching, because the passage says: 
"And if thou would learn anything, let them ask their own husbands 
at home." To apply "the churches," as used in verse 34, to meeting 
houses, or buildings, then women would have to close their mouths 
the moment they entered the building. If not, why not? Didn't Paul 
say: "Let the woman keep silence in the churches"? To say that 
there can be no meetings held in a meeting house, other than when 
"the whole church be assembled together" for public worship, or 
teaching, is some more bunk. 

We have learned that both men and women were inspired to pro- 
phecy, or teach, in the miraculous age of the church. There was a 
difference between the Old Testament prophets, and the New Testa- 
ment prophets. Old Testament prophets foretold of coming events, 
things they did not understand, and could not find out. In speaking 
of our salvation, Peter says: "Concerning which salvation the pro- 
phets sought and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you: searching what time or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did point unto, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that 
should follow them. To whom it was revealed, that not unto them- 
selves, but unto you did they minister these things, which now have 
been announced unto you through them that preached the gospel un- 
to you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven; which things angels 
desire to look into" (I Peter 1:10-12). The Spirit of Christ that was 
in the Old Testament prophets, foretold, through them, things 
that would come to pass in the future, that neither the pro- 
phets, nor angels understood, nor could they look into the future and 
tell when or how they would be fulfilled. For instance, Isaiah could 
declare: "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, 
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Im- 
manuel" (Isaiah 7:14).; but he could not tell when, nor explain how 
it would be. That had to be explained by those who preached the 
gospel by "the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven," read Luke 1:26-
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38. This ought to teach us the futility of uninspired men trying to 
teach, or explain unfulfilled prophecy, something the prophets them- 
selves could not do. 

It was the duty of New Testament prophets to declare, and ex- 
plain the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. In Luke 24:44, 
we read: "And he said unto them, These are my words which I spake 
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must needs be 
fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses, and the prophets, 
and Psalms, concerning me." Here Jesus Christ declared, after his 
resurrection, that every thing that had been spoken concerning him, 
in the Old Testament, had to be fulfilled. Man's redemption, the 
establishment of the kingdom, or church, its mission, and man's eter- 
nal destiny were all included in the things foretold in the Old Testa- 
ment. 

In Ephesians 3:1-11, Paul says: "For this cause I Paul, the prison- 
er of Christ Jesus in behalf of you Gentiles,—if so be that ye have 
heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given me 
to you-ward; how that by revelation was made known unto me the 
mystery, as I wrote before in few words, whereby, when ye read, 
ye can perceive my understanding in the mystery of Christ; which 
in other generations was not made known unto the sons of men, as 
it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets in the 
Spirit; to wit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow members 
of the body, and fellow-partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel, whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of 
that grace of God which was given me according to the working of 
his power. Unto me who am less than the least of all saints, 
was this grace given to preach unto the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ: and to make all men see what is the dispensation of 
the mystery which for ages hath been hid in the mind of God who 
created all things; to the intent that now unto the principalities" and 
the powers in heavenly places might be made known through the 
church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal pur- 
pose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

According to the above statements, the church, its mission in 
the world, and the gospel, through which we become members of 
the church, and partakers of the promise that God made to Abraham 
two thousand years before Christ came into the world, were all a 
mystery hid in the mind of God, and "was not made known unto
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the sons of men, as i t  hath new been revealed unto his holy apostles 
and prophets in the Spirit." When God, by the Holy Spirit, revealed 
these things through the apostles and prophets, he confirmed them, 
"both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will" (Heb. 2:4). When these 
truths were revealed through the apostles, and prophets, they were  
confirmed by miracles, wonders, and signs, and put on record as the 
confi rmed truth . The New Testament is that confi rmed t ruth—
the 
revelation the Holy Spirit made through "the holy apostles and 
prophets." The New Testament therefore takes the place of the apos- 
tles, and the New Testament prophets, in the church today. That 
leaves only evangelists, elders, and teachers, out of the five original 
spheres of operation, in the miraculous age of the church. There 
are neither apostles, nor prophets, in the church today, only evange- 
lists, elders, and teachers, to teach the revelation, that the Holy 
Spirit, revealed through the apostles and prophets. If there were 
apostles and prophets in the church today we would not need the 
New Testament 

Thus far we have learned that women are forbidden to speak 
in public assemblies. In 1 Timothy 2:8-12, Paul says: "I desire 
therefore that the men prey in every place, lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath and disputing. In like manner, that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefastness and sobriety; 
not with braided hair, and gold or pear's or costly raiment; but (which 
becometh women professing godliness) through good works. Let a  
woman learn in quietness with all subjection. But I permit not a 
woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a man, but to be in quiet- 
ness." The necessary inference, in verse 8, is, there are some places 
that women cannot pray; but since all members are expected to fol- 
low the one who leads the prayer, and say "the amen," they certainly 
would not be prohibited from doing that. Therefore the restrictions 
against her must be in leading the prayer s i n  publ ic a ssem blies.  
The 
only way that a woman could teach or have dominion over man, would 
be for her to take over, and run the public assemblies, and that she 
is positively forbidden to do in I Corinthians 14:34. But there are 
conditions under which she may even teach a man, that is in a pri- 
vate capacity. Read Acts 18:24-26, there you have Priscilla and Aquila 
teaching Apollos, and Priscilla's name is mentioned first, which at 
least would indicate that she took an important part in the 
teaching; but that was in a private way, and not in the public assemb- 
ly.   If Priscilla had gotten up in the public meeting, and challenged
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Apollos' teaching, she would have been out of her sphere of operation, 
and therefore in violation to God's truth. The restrictions that God's 
word puts around woman's work, or teaching, will keep her out of 
the pulpit, keep her from making public speeches in public meetings, 
and from trying to run the church. Any other restrictions on her 
work is man's, not God's. To say that a woman teaching a class of 
women or children would violate any one of the above restrictions 
would be purely asinine. Or to say that a woman cannot attend a 
Bible class and be permitted to ask or answer questions is puerile. 
We have some cranks in the church who would deny the woman either 
the right to teach women and children in classes, or to attend a Bible 
class anytime, or any place, and to ask or answer questions. And they 
camouflage their absurd position by hollering "Sunday school." Let 
us to be careful neither to add to, nor take from God's word. 

In this lesson we will study the duty and responsibility of elders. 
In Acts 20:28, Paul said to the elders of the church at Ephesus: "Take 
heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 
hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which he pur- 
chased with his own blood." In I Peter 5:1-4, Peter said: "The 
elders therefore among you I exhort, who am a fellow elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, who am also a partaker of the 
glory that shall be revealed; Tend the flock of God which is among 
you, exercising the oversight, not of constraint, but willingly, accord- 
ing to the will of God; nor yet for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
neither as lording it over the charge allotted to you, but making your- 
selves ensamples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd shall 
be manifested, ye shall receive the crown of glory that fadeth not 
away." 

I do not believe that there is a responsible being on earth, who 
reads the above scriptures, that cannot understand the duty and re- 
sponsibility of elders, and the spirit in which they should rule, and 
also the purpose of their oversight of the congregation. Neither do 
I believe that there is a more honorable, or a more responsible posi- 
tion on earth, because they are to look after the spiritual welfare of 
the church, and a man's temporal needs pale into insignificance com- 
pared with his spiritual needs. 

Let us look at some of the things the above scriptures say elders 
must do. "Feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with 
his own blood." This of course has reference to spiritual food, that 
is to teach  the church .  Teaching is done both by precept and ex- 
ample.   In Acts 1:1, Luke says:   "The former treatise I made, O
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Theophilus, concerning all that Jesus began both to do and to teach." 
There was nothing that Christ could do, that he did not do, before 
teaching others to do it. Of course he did not repent, because he was 
without sin. Every preacher and elder in the church today should 
follow the example of Christ, first do, then teach others to do. Water 
cannot rise above its source, neither can a church rise above the 
teaching of its leaders. 

In I Corinthians 11:1, Paul says: "Be ye imitators of me, even 
as I also am of Christ." Then in verses 2, 3, he says: "Now I praise 
you that ye remember me in all things, and hold fast traditions, 
even as I delivered them to you. But I would have you know, that 
the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the 
man; and the head of Christ is God." In view of this unchangeable 
relationship, he then tells both men and women how to appear before 
God in worship, and the natural recognition of this relationship 
through life—short hair for men, and long hair for women. Read 
verses 4-15. But to the majority of both preachers and elders today, 
Paul's teaching was an enigma. They will tell you that Paul was only 
speaking of "the customs of that day." If that is true, and if Paul 
was imitating Christ, then Christ only taught the customs of his day. 
That is the kind of religious baloney the churches are being fed on 
today, and the most of them like it, because they can do what is 
right in their own eyes. It is an easy matter to tell the churches 
that are fed on, and relish such food, because you will find the 
women in the place of worship with no sign of recognition of 
authority on their heads, and many with their hair bobbed, or shing- 
led. In II Timothy 2:1, 2, Paul said to Timothy: "Thou therefore, 
my child, be strengthened in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And 
the things which thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also." If gospel preachers today would do what Paul taught 
Timothy to do, we would have a better taught, and better qualified 
eldership, and therefore better taught, and stronger churches spiri- 
tually. 

In John 4:34, Jesus Christ said: "My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to accomplish his work." In John 9:4, Christ 
said: "We must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: 
the night cometh, when no man can work." If elders would do th« 
works of God, and ask the members to follow them, as they follow 
Christ, I do not believe that their authority, and rule over the con-
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gregations would ever be challenged. Elders therefore should never 
go anywhere, do or say anything, that the weakest members could not 
go, do, or say, without jeopardizing their souls. Please read the eighth 
chapter of I Corinthians, if Paul does not teach these lessons there, he 
teaches absolutely noth ing.  But to the majority of both preachers 
and elders, the eighth chapter of I Corinthians means to them, just 
what the first sixteen verses of the eleventh chapter means—noth ing. 
For instance, I believe all decent people of our country, to say nothing 
about church members, will admit that the salacious picture shows 
of our day have contributed more to juvenile delinquency, to the dis- 
ruption of the morals of our nation, and to the breaking up of our 
homes, than any, or all other institutions on earth. It is on the 
screen that the sacredness of the marriage relationship is made a joke, 
and the butt of all their filth. Yet we have both preachers and elders 
who will tell you that they have sense enough to pick out good shows, 
and that they feel sorry for those who are so stupid that they can- 
not see any good in them. Paul had sense, or knowledge, to know 
that there was no harm in eating meats under certain conditions, and 
he said: "But food will not commend us to God: neither, if we eat 
not, are we wor9e;  nor, if we eat, are we the better. But take 
heed lest by any means this liberty of yours becomes a stumbling 
block to the weak." Does this statement from Paul mean anything 
to the preacher, and elder, picture show goers? 

Elders are not only to be "ensamples to the flock;" but they are 
to "exercise the oversight" of the congregation. They are the watch 
dogs of the church, and should be able to detect any tendency to- 
ward a departure from God's word. Innovations do not come into 
the church overnight; but creep in, as creeping paralysis in the human 
body, and they should be stopped at the source or beginning, and 
this is the duty of elders. In Hebrews 13:17, Paul states the duty of 
the church, and its attitude toward faithful elders. He says: "Obey 
them that have the rule over you, and submit to them: for they watch 
in behalf of your souls, as they that shall give account: that they 
may do this with joy, and not with grief: for this were unprofitable 
for you." In I Thessalonians 5:12, 13, Paul says: "But we beseech 
you, brethren, to know them that labor among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and admonish you; and esteem them exceeding 
highly in love for their work's sake.  Be at peace among yourselves." 

Paul does not command the church to submit to, or esteem, either 
elders or preachers, because they are elders or preachers; but "to 
esteem them exceeding highly in love for their work's sake." We
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have learned that preachers and elders may work together; but 
neither is to take over the prerogatives of the other. Elders can no 
more hire a preacher to do their work, than some old sinner could 
hire some one to be baptized for him. When elders do this, they 
are surrendering the only thing for which God commands the church 
to respect them—" their work's sake.' I believe that most of the 
trouble vexing the churches of Christ today, over the preacher and 
elder question, can be traced to this perverted idea, and unscriptural 
practice of the elders. It does not take a Solomon to see that the 
"modern pastor system" is fastening itself upon the churches today. 
And when the system is fully developed, the preacher will look upon 
the pulpit as his personal property, and he will talk to other prea- 
chers about trading pulpits as they would talk about trading any 
other chattel, and all the elders will be expected to do, will be to 
ratify the deal, and if they should hesitate, the chances are they 
would be voted out, and new elders appointed. And the elders them- 
selves will be responsible for this unscriptural and unfortunate 
condition. 

The most glaring evidence of this evil today, is when the "local 
preacher" goes out for meetings through the summer months, he 
has to procure, or help the elders procure, some young preacher, from 
one of "our" Bible colleges, to take over, and carry on, in his absence. 
If this is not an admission upon the part of the elders that they can- 
not "feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own 
blood," even for a short time, then I do not know what it is. And 
where this is practiced, what idea can the rank and file of the mem- 
bership have other than the preacher is "the pastor"? It is a sad 
commentary upon the work of preachers and elders, when they labor 
together and cannot build up a congregation strong enough spiritually 
to stand alone without the help of a preacher. 

I do not believe I am misrepresenting anything, or anybody, 
when I say preachers laboring with old established congregations 
today are nothing more than checkers on a board to be moved, sooner, 
or later, at the whims of the elders—either move, or split the con- 
gregation, and if they have any self respect they will move. I told 
an elder, of one of our old established congregations, once, that all 
a preacher could do working for them would be to draw his salary, 
and climb a string, like a monkey, when the elders pull it, and I 
wasn't interested. Brethren, let us stop drifting before we go over 
the falls. Let the elders elder, and let the preachers preach and 
teach God's word, without losing any sleep over the consequences. 
That is God's way, or plan. 
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